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Publisher's Forword 

To begin and execute a research is like walking in the path 
of development and evolvement. When the seeds of the 
“questions” are planted, in the soil of the mind of the 
researcher, this phase initiates, and its end is culminated 
when the result and the outcome of knowledge and 
wisdom is gained. 

Evidently, this end is a new chapter in itself, for growth, 
and announces beforehand this good news to humans. For 
the result of all those mental efforts will not only bring the 
blooming and flowering of talent and all kinds of Blessings 
to humans, but it also makes the mind of the researcher to 
ponder and shape new, more questions.  

This will produce a great collection of growing plants 
and flowers for the seeking mind… Those “questions” are 
in fact, the seeds, which according to the necessities of 
Time and the strength of the researchers will grow and 
bloom by themselves. They will make culture and 
civilization to move forward.  

In like manner, the increasing rate of transferring 
oneself from one place to another place and the decrease 
of the distances will make those seeds travel miles and 
miles, to faraway places, in order to install them inside the 
curious mind of other seekers. This will bring an amazing 
diversity and a novelty for another civilization…  
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It is true then, that the presence of knowledge and a 
good, capable management will help this project to 
develop itself and one has to admit indeed, that it has 
always played an important role…  

Al-Mustafa International Publication and Translation 
Center, because of its global mission, and its special 
position among the religious schools and the colorful 
human diversity that it has developed inside itself, sees it 
as a moral duty to procure all the appropriate conditions 
for any research works, and takes its role in this matter, 
most seriously. To procure all kinds of necessary grounds, 
with an excellent management of all the existing 
possibilities and talents, and to care and protect all its 
researchers in religious fields; these are the most crucial 
responsibilities of the Department of Research in this 
international center. 

We dearly hope that by being attentive to all these 
autonomous scientific movements, and by fortifying all 
the existing motives, we shall be able to witness the 
blooming of the Religious Culture in every part of this 
wide world! 

 
 Al-Mustafa International 
 Publication and Translation Center 
 



 
Table of Contents 

Translator's Preface......................................................................... 11 
The Need that Religion has for an Interpreter and Custodian .... 13 
Exit Strategies for Youngsters' Intellectual Concerns .................. 19 

1. Acquiring knowledge ................................................................. 21 
2. Thinking ..................................................................................... 21 
3. Faith ........................................................................................... 22 
4. Action......................................................................................... 22 

The Minimalist and Maximalist Views of Religion ....................... 25 
1. Answering the question from an esoteric perspective of religion:25 
2. The Minimalist and Maximalist Interpretation from an Exoteric 
Perspective ..................................................................................... 29 

Freedom of Belief in Islam and the Law of Apostasy.................... 35 
Human Beings: Cause of their difference ...................................... 43 

1. Differences among Human Beings according to the Quran ....... 43 
2. Other Causes of Human Differences.......................................... 47 
Conclusion...................................................................................... 48 

God's Foreknowledge and Man's Freewill..................................... 51 
Different Approaches about Compulsion and Freedom ................. 53 
Criticism of the Argument.............................................................. 56 
Second solution: Difference between Knowledge in the Position of 
Essence and Knowledge in the Position of Action......................... 56 

Man and Divine Destiny .................................................................. 61 
1. Importance of Fate and Destiny ................................................. 62 

A) Historical Background .......................................................... 62 
B) Literal Meanings of `Qada’ and `Qadar’ ............................... 64 
C) Technical Meaning of Qada .................................................. 65 

2. Cause of the Ambiguousness of the Problem............................. 65 
3. Compulsion According to Materialists....................................... 66 

Implications of This Theory ....................................................... 67 
4. Some Theologians' Arguments on Predestination ...................... 67 

A Flawed Notion ........................................................................ 68 



8      From Inquiry to Understanding 

5. Freedom or Absolute Discretion of Man.................................... 68 
The Implications of This Theory................................................ 69 

6. The Third Way: Neither Determination nor Freewill but 
Something between the Two .......................................................... 70 

Free will and Genetic Influences..................................................... 77 
1. Meaning of Jabr (determinism) and Ikhtiar (Freedom) .............. 79 
2. Environment and Heredity ......................................................... 80 

A) Efforts of Righteous People .................................................. 82 
B) Influence of the Environment and Heredity on Certain 
Behaviors.................................................................................... 83 
C) Environment and Heredity as Incomplete Causes ................. 84 

Conclusion...................................................................................... 85 
The Night of Qadr and Man's Freedom......................................... 87 

1. Compulsion and Freewill: Different Approaches....................... 88 
2. Exclusive Answer....................................................................... 91 
Conclusion...................................................................................... 93 

Disobedience of Adam and Expulsion of His Offspring from 
Paradise............................................................................................. 95 

Conclusion...................................................................................... 98 
The 43rd verse of Chapter Al-Tawbah and the Infallibility of the 
Prophet (s)......................................................................................... 99 

Conclusion.................................................................................... 102 
Quran, 18:110 and the Absolute Infallibility of the Prophet (s). 103 

1. Difference between Infallibility and Justice............................. 105 
2. Compatibility between Infallibility and Humanness ................ 105 
3. Types of Infallibilities .............................................................. 107 
4. Degrees of Infallibility ............................................................. 107 

A) Infallibility from Sins.......................................................... 107 
B) Infallibility in Reception of Revelation and Propagating 
Prophecy................................................................................... 108 
C) Infallibility from Error in Applying Shari'ah and in Daily 
Affairs ...................................................................................... 108 

5. Proofs of the Infallibility of the Prophets ................................. 109 
A) Rational Proof ..................................................................... 110 
B) Scriptural Proof ................................................................... 110 

6. What is meant by "I am a man like yourselves"? ..................... 113 
Conclusion................................................................................ 115 

Intercession According to the Quran............................................ 117 
1. Meaning of "Shafa'ah" (Intercession)....................................... 118 
2. Types of Intercession ............................................................... 119 
3. Intercession in the Quran.......................................................... 119 
Some Muslim Scholars' Viewpoints............................................. 123 

The Relationship between Intercession and the Unity of God ... 127 
1. Absolute Rejection of Intercession........................................... 129 
2. Rejection of the Intercession Intended by Jews........................ 129 
3. Rejection of Intercession for Unbelievers ................................ 130 



Table of Contents      9 

4. Criticizing Idolaters Who Appeal to Idols for Intercession...... 130 
5. Intercession Reserved for God ................................................. 130 
6. Intercession with Divine Permission ........................................ 131 
7. Description of the Intercessors' Particulars .............................. 131 
8. Real Intercession and false Intercession................................... 133 
9. Intercession versus Divine Unity ............................................. 133 
10. Intercession Intertwined with Unity ....................................... 135 

Types of Tawhid (monotheism) ............................................... 135 
Intercession versus Immutable Divine Traditions....................... 139 
Mi’raj and the Modern Science .................................................... 143 

1. The Meaning of Mi'raj.............................................................. 143 
2. The Story of the Ascension ...................................................... 144 
3. Physical or Spiritual Ascension................................................ 148 
4. Arguments for Physical Ascension .......................................... 151 
Conclusion.................................................................................... 157 

Meaning of 'Heaven' in the Holy Prophet's Ascension ............... 159 
1. Meaning of Heaven .................................................................. 159 
2. The Seven Heavens .................................................................. 162 
Conclusion.................................................................................... 167 

The Superiority of Infallible Imams (a) over Prophets............... 169 
Answer ......................................................................................... 170 
1. Quranic Proofs ......................................................................... 170 

A) The Holy Verse on the Imamate of Ibrahim (a.s.)............... 170 
B) The Verse of Mubahalah ..................................................... 172 
Point of Reasoning ................................................................... 172 

2. Narrative Proofs ....................................................................... 173 
A) Proofs on Imam Ali's Superiority over Other People.......... 173 
B) Second part: Proofs of the superiority of other Imams........ 176 

3. Scholars' Views on the Superiority of the Imams over the 
Prophets........................................................................................ 179 

A) ‘Allamah Hilli's Viewpoint ................................................. 179 
B) Naraqi's Viewpoint.............................................................. 179 
C) Ahmad Tabarsi's Viewpoint in Al-Ihtijaj ............................ 180 
D) ‘Allamah Majlisi's Viewpoint in Bihar Al-Anwar .............. 180 
E) Hasakani's Viewpoint in Shawahid Al-Tanzil ..................... 181 

Conclusion.................................................................................... 182 
Infallibility of Imam ‘Ali (a) and Confession to Error................ 185 

1. Mistakes and Degrees of Sins .................................................. 186 
2. The relationship between sin and love ..................................... 187 
Conclusion.................................................................................... 189 

Imam ‘Ali (a) Designated as Successor by the Prophet (s) ......... 191 
1. Imam ‘Ali (a) Introduced as an Eligible Person ....................... 192 

A) Ali (a), the Best of Mankind ............................................... 192 
B) ‘Ali (a); the Most Knowledgeable of People....................... 192 
C) Truth is with Ali (a)............................................................. 193 
D) Quran is with Ali (a) ........................................................... 193 



10      From Inquiry to Understanding 

E) Friendship of Ali (a) as the Standard................................... 194 
F) ‘Ali's Knowledge ................................................................. 194 
G) Ali (a), the Compendium of Virtues.................................... 195 
H) ‘Ali's Countless Virtues ...................................................... 195 

2. Designation of ‘Ali (a) as Successor ........................................ 195 
A) ‘Ali (a) Introduced as Heir and Successor........................... 195 
B) ‘Ali (a), the Prophet's Successor in Medina ........................ 196 
C) ‘Ali (a), the Prophet's Successor in Ghadir.......................... 197 

Other Traditions ........................................................................... 198 
Conclusion.................................................................................... 200 

Sending back the Sun and Imam ‘Ali's Virtue ............................ 203 
1. The Principle of Evolution ....................................................... 206 
2. Divine Wisdom ........................................................................ 207 
3. Priority Requirement ................................................................ 207 
4. Creational Guardianship According to the Quran and Traditions207 

A) Yusuf restoring his father's eyesight: .................................. 208 
B) Prophet Jesus' Discretion:.................................................... 208 
C) The Miracle of Splitting of the Moon.................................. 209 

Conclusion.................................................................................... 212 
Global Justice Awaits Imam Mahdi (aj) ...................................... 215 

1. Social Preparation .................................................................... 217 
2. Intellectual and Cultural Preparation........................................ 219 
3. Scientific and Technological Preparation:................................ 219 
4. Scientific Progress.................................................................... 220 
5. Perfection of the Minds ............................................................ 221 
6. Moral and Spiritual Perfection ................................................. 222 
Conclusion.................................................................................... 223 

The Psychological Role of "Expectation" .................................... 225 
1. Desire for Victory..................................................................... 225 
2. The Crumbling Awe and Majesty of Arrogant Powers ............ 226 
3. Honoring the Lovers and Reproaching the Arrogant ............... 229 
4. Withstanding Social Deviation................................................. 230 
5. The Balance between Hope and Despair.................................. 231 

Essentials of Constructive "Expectation".................................... 235 
1. Motivation for Movement ........................................................ 235 
2. Seeking Reform and Rejecting Oppression.............................. 236 
3. Guardian of faith ...................................................................... 237 
4. The Reason behind Shia Resistance ......................................... 238 
5. Adornment with justice ............................................................ 239 

Symbol of "Expectation"............................................................... 241 
1. Self-construction ...................................................................... 241 
2. Reform of the Society .............................................................. 242 
3. Supplications and Benediction ................................................. 243 
4. Respecting Places Attributed to Imam Mahdi (aj) ................... 245 

 


