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PREFACE

Uşūl al-Fiqh, the methodology of jurisprudence, which is usually – and
inaccurately, if not incorrectly – translated “principles of jurisprudence,” is an
Islamic science which is developed by Shiite scholars in two recent centuries
into an unparalleled intellectual, logical system of thought and a comprehensive
branch of knowledge which not only serves as the logic of jurisprudence but as
an independent science dealing with some hermeneutical problems.

Lack of precise English equivalents to expressions and terms of this
complicated science indicates the least difficulties of preparing the first English
version of Shiite uşūl al-fiqh. Relying on the Almighty's constant grace, however,
I did my best to present this unique Shiite science to the western world in
its best fashion; and I pray to the Almighty to have been successful in doing
such a difficult job. Nonetheless, it should be noted that most of complicated
arguments of such profound science cannot be presented in an introductory
work; they should be pursued in detailed books written by great Shiite Uşūlīs.
I have to express my gratitude to my dearest friend, Dr. Seyyed Mohsen Miri,
head of Islam and West Research Center of al-Mustafa International Research
Institute (M.I.R.I), who prepared the ground for constitution of this work.

Alireza Hodaee
Tehran, April, 2013
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