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The rustle of the dry leaves was
resonating in the light and shade of the
backyard, a yard replete with trees, and
dry yellow leaves lay on the ground. It
looked like a painting that the little girl
had on the brain at nights. She was the
lady of her little garden. The only melody
of nights was that of her sweeper
revived at midnights. She lay on the pile
of the leaves and stared at the sky. She
squinted to imagine the dim and bright
colors on the moon. The mud-and-
straw walls of the backyard, trees and
the backyard, the child and moon... each
.. night enwombed an adventure

The boy next doons car horn reminded
her that she had reached home., from
among all that was on the way home
she had only the street curbs, quiet
and old alleys, and car horns in her
mind. The bitter sense of not being in
the turmoil of daughters and fathers....
a sorrow much more tired than pain...
heavier than tears for a little girl... again
she started drawing lines of trees from
school until home... unseen lines of
her own world.. as if her whole world
was filled with a few words, days she
expected the moon thinking of the
bitter life of having nothing.. when the
others got to sleep, Afsson went to the
backyard and breathed among the trees.
It was her small land of affections, the
ground, leaves, tress, and the moon..
her eyes filled with a tinge of sorrow
those days when she was still small
in body but big in the backyard... water
and sweeper were always the shade
of life as the stillness of the street on
the way home was her favorite melody.
The only sound of her world was the car

horn of the next door boy which brought

Afsoon

her back to this hard world fraught with
agonies. Her father in the remotest
corners of her dream land high on the
pylons was thickening his hands more
and more early and late and from top
of the pylon he missed his little girl
sleeping in the backyard .

He yet could count her tears. From the
height of the pylon he looked down and
she lay on the ground and stared at the
sky. Awaiting sustenance, manliness
of the mother tragic living, Afsson told
herself a story each night and left her
childhood with the moments .

The backyard had a poetic life in her
small hands. She grew older and the
moon became darker. A house where
bread was now a gift from the Lord and a
mother who was now a man out of hard
work, the delicate light like a cocoon
freed her to become a butterfly high
in the sky. days were passing and the
little girl was rapt in the moon. Always
thinking how she could draw the lines
of the moon. The night was singularly
charming.. sometimes in absolute
loneliness washing the yard kept her
more under the moonlight .

ok ok ok ok

As always she passed some quiet street
curbs until reached home, stood facing
the half-open door of their house, as if
this ever clamorous home was in mere
silence, the rooms were empty and the
house looked like an out light, then a
great fear swept through her, maybe it
was the first adventure of this home
that was as magnificent as a miracle.
This home was naturally clamorous and
filled with words, but this noon couldn>t
be void of any meaning. The little girl
went straight to the backyard. It was
again full of leaves song and loneliness
and some light among the tress. Here
it was dramatically immense that she
had more than the other girls at her age.

Afsson engrossed in her imaginations

Again the tracks on the moon, colors
painted by the objectivity brush, she now
knew well that she was the offspring
of the moon, she had to step on the
moon to answer all the heavy questions.
She were decided that her soul had
mistakenly been captured by her
terrestrial body. The little girl was the
only girl who instead of playing with toys,
dolls, and hairpins invariably looked at
the sky and the strange dream of night,
light and the backyard, shedding leaves,
and endless silence; and how strangely
the clock reminded you the passing of
seconds and minutes...
Noon was ending hastily; mother opened
the door bearing all the stresses of the
world, took her sistens hand and went
straight to the room; sister lay on the
ground, the little girl rushed into the
room. Yet small stains of blood could
be seen on her sistens clothes. A heavy
.sorrow seized Afsoon
Mother was murmuring and shedding
tears. She headed towards the kitchen.
The little girl found that she had not yet
have lunch. Her mother was picking the
dishes hastily serving something. Half
an hour passed and Afsoon was raptly
staring at her sistens dress. Mother
spread the tablecloth and they all sat
around it. A food containing stress and
anxiety.

B——
She picked up the handset, from the
other side the trembling voice of the
father filled with agony, cutting his voice,
he was the conqueror of the all pylons
of the south, kilometers away and
meters above the ground, he was the
breadwinner the hero and the traveler
of the windy mountains and plains.dad
was trembling and Afsson understood
that well. Mother said she was vomiting
blood, mother was saying maybe a few
years, just a few years... the phone was
hanged up with the trembling voice of
two strong men.
It lay enveloped in darkness like the fairy
tales and the light and shades of life
impregnated with the stony and chilly

repose of people.



Afsooms night world started to croon.
Heavy heart, tired, a still mind filled
with great sorrows, next to a tree she
sat on the leaves and rested against
the tree. Tonight the backyard caused a
different and strange feeling. The moon
was not seen and as if the sky was
getting far and far and black and black.
Than night the little girl could not see
the moonlight and this lack brought her
soul a strange sense. She closed her
eyes. Held her breath, maybe her sister
could only grant this darkness of the
up to down. There was a murmur in her
ears. The backyard with its mud-and-
straw walls, short and tall trees, and
the dark night, tonight the trees were
strange to her for the first time. Leaned
her head against the tree bole and put
her hands around it. Every second she
could hear her mothens voice that was
weeping and praying in a husky voice.
Tonight the yard and its garden had a
quest. Afsoon went to sleep with the
trees
ok kK

She was thinking about the backyard,
one which replete with trees and a pool
and black and with stones, she was
envisioning the dream of her all youth
and each night designed her own dream
backyard. Twenty years passed the last
time that she had slept in the backyard
which she was the only memento of
which. Twenty years passed the last
night that she deeply desired and the
moon that she never saw and the
leaves yellow and yellow fell down just
like a torrent of soft rustle.. the night
that she fell asleep. She pushed aside
the leaves from her face.. and today
was the second delineation of that
childhood garden

Afsson grew older and her nice black
her now was that of an adult girl. The
day she was in the classroom at the
university she had her dad beside her,
her mother was beside her, the mud-
and-straw walls and the backyard
were with her, the moon above the
blackboard was smiling, sometimes yet

autumn leaves were falling, Afsoon was

older but she was still that nine-year
old girl that her dad>s trembling voice
revived in her privacy. She had still the
painting of the moon in her backpack
with its dim and bright lines and she
still was thinking of drawing it on the
earth.
-

She pulled the car over and stopped
it, a long and quiet road that crossed
between two hills. The whiteness of the
right side of the road intrigued her. It
was the first time that she was driving in
that road. She took her camera and got
out. She looked through the viewfinder
and zoomed in. A white and fissured
plain, she had never seen such a scene
before. She got into the car and kept
on driving about twenty minutes then
made a turn toward the dirt road. An
old ruined road just like village roads
that crossed so gently the dry plants
and the car was bumping along violently
She drove down the narrow, rough,
rugged, and full of shattered glasses
and garbage and finally reached the
white soil, a vast land which was
several meters below sea level, she
was afraid of the path she had come.
An endless emptiness with a heavy
attractiveness was calling her ahead.
She looked for a long time at the vast
land from inside the car then took the
camera and got out. Several meters
away from the car she stepped on that
white soil, she heard a strange rustle.
Something like that of snow but what
was under her footsteps was salt
marsh, a white salt-land with long rifts
and straight and curved furrows. This
white vastness continued as far as eye
could reach and by mountains. She
raised the camera and looked through
it as far as she could. A plain of salt
with white furrows and carcasses of
birds, old worn-out shoes and a host of

buried garbage on had been surrounded

this milk-white soil, hundreds meters
away from the car Afsoon took a picture
on this soil in her endless privacy, she and
closed her eyes lay on the ground

She envisioned that night of her
childhood when the moon had gone and
the ljittle girl was envisaging it by the
tree

She took the camera and raised it
involuntarily and took a photo of herself
while her eyes were closed like the
dead soul of the soil. Time was passing
quickly, her eyes were involuntarily filled
with tears.. she was hugging herself...
put aside the heaviest days of her
childhood and put it beside the very soil
and then took it again with all her heart
and infused new blood into it with the
most loving smiles. Again she became
years old, but 29 older... she was now
took her childhood with herself granted
it kKisses and headed toward the car. A
child that was now old enough a young
lady that was carrying her childhood
grieves and pains, she thought about
her father, how exhausted, old and
trembling he was, a corner of their new
house was an empire of affection and
kindness. He was no longer able to
climb up the pylon nor could her stay
away from the ground... dad was tired...
his heart was tired.. she went slowly
toward the car. She was remembered
her sistens all pains and sorrows, a
sister who was now a beautiful girl and
she yet was trembling from her heavy
absence. Afsoon was like a sad painting
but she got all her face's beauty from her

dad She loved her dad's old shoes .
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